
Consultation process

In July 2012 the Secretary of State for Education 
approved an application from CfBT Schools 
Trust, in partnership with the Judith Kerr 
Primary School founders, to open a bilingual 
primary Free School in South East London. 

We would like to know your views on our 
proposal, because we want to create a school 
that really works for your children and your 
local community.

This leaflet provides information about Free 
Schools in general, the organisations who will 
be involved in setting up and managing Judith 
Kerr Primary School, and what the school 
aims to achieve. It forms part of our formal 
consultation process and we would like to 
know your views on our plans.

Further details and the separate consultation 
questionnaire are available online at  
www.jkps.org.uk; or you can request a paper 
or electronic copy by emailing  
JKPSenquiries@cfbt.com; writing to Free Schools, 
CfBT Schools Trust, 60 Queens Road,  
Reading RG1 4BS; or calling 0118 902 1669.

Phase one of The Judith Kerr Primary 
consultation runs for four weeks from 
11 January to 8 February 2013. Please 
return all comments and completed 
questionnaires by the closing date. 
Following receipt and analysis of all 
returns, CST will produce a Consultation 
Feedback Report, which will be made 
available on our website as well as to 
everyone making a return.

We will then enter into phase two of the 
consultation, in which we will ask whether CST 
should enter into a Funding Agreement with 
the Secretary of State for Education to open the 
school. Phase two will run from 15 February 
to 1 March 2013. We are happy to meet with 
individuals or groups as required to answer 
any questions you may have with regard to 
our proposal. Please contact CfBT via either 
JKPSenquiries@cfbt.com or 0118 902 1669.

We now have two consultation open days 
scheduled for early 2013, please keep an eye 
on our website for more details.

Your input 
is vital.

About the Proposers 

CfBT Schools Trust 
CfBT Schools Trust (CST) was established in 
December 2010 as a multi Academy Trust with 
a Master Funding Agreement from the DfE.  
As part of the CST, Judith Kerr Primary School 
will benefit from CfBT’s experience of running a 
range of schools, including three Free Schools 
(All Saints Junior School in Reading, Oakbank 
School in Wokingham and Enfield Heights 
Academy in Enfield), twelve other Academies 
and five fee-paying schools. CfBT will lend 
ongoing support and meet its responsibility to 
deliver excellence, with the highest standards, 
accountability and expectations. At Judith Kerr 
Primary School, CfBT will settle for nothing less 
than a leading example of a Free School.  
CfBT is committed to ensuring Judith Kerr 
Primary School’s success with a view to 
replicating its bilingual education model, in 
other languages, elsewhere. 

Judith Kerr Primary School will enjoy the 
security of collaborative working with other 
schools in the CST network in order to raise 
standards and to close pupil achievement. The 
Trust provides a supportive framework when 
its member schools face challenges, while 
allowing outstanding and good schools to 
continue operating independently.

CST is a subsidiary of CfBT Education Trust, 
one of the world’s largest education charities. 
CfBT has more than 40 years’ experience 
of delivering educational consultancy and 
interventions which make a difference to the 
lives of learners worldwide.

CfBT Education Trust offers its expertise in 
school effectiveness and improvement to CST. 
For more information about the Trusts, please 
visit www.cfbt.com

The Parent Promoter Group
The promoter group consists of parents and 
other community members keen to increase 
the range of bilingual education choices in 
South London. The group comprises eight 
members with experience in teaching, 
business and the civil service. We are 
passionate about children’s education and 
determined to spread the benefits of bilingual 
education throughout the local community. We 
are delighted that CfBT have joined us to help 
realise our vision.

Apply for a Place 

If you have a child who will start in Reception, 
Year 1 or Year 2 in September 2013 and you 
would like to apply for a place for them at 
Judith Kerr Primary School, please visit  
www.jkps.org.uk/apply. 

The deadline for first-round applications is  
15 January 2013.

CfBT Schools Trust is part of CfBT Education Trust which is a registered charity and company limited by guarantee.  
Company No. 867944 Charity No. 270901
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Vision and Ethos

Exciting, effective learning 
Judith Kerr Primary School will implement best 
practice teaching methods for ensuring that 
pupils of all abilities are supported, stimulated 
and challenged. The teaching of core subjects 
– literacy, numeracy, and science – in both 
English and German will be at the heart of a 
rewarding, varied curriculum.  

Languages for everyone 
Judith Kerr Primary School will be a caring 
school with a deep commitment to sharing the 
pleasure of learning languages. We believe 
that primary school is the ideal time to absorb 
an additional language as young children are 
well adapted to the task: we expect all to be 
fluent users of English and German by age 
11. We see languages as an enjoyable part of 
learning and believe all children will feel proud 
of their fun but unusual skill. 

We hope to share German language and 
culture with the local community through 
cultural events and links with other schools, both 
locally and in German-speaking countries. 

Confident, outward-looking children 
We hope to give children the confidence to be 
culturally and personally aware. Ultimately 
we hope they will grow to be tolerant, mature 
citizens, eager to enjoy the opportunities of life 
and work in London, throughout Europe, or 
further afield.

Judith Kerr 
We are honoured that the renowned children’s 
author Judith Kerr, OBE has agreed that we 
may use her name for our school. Her much-
loved books include ‘The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea’ and the 17-book ‘Mog’ series, selling over 
9 million copies. As a German-born, London-
based writer and illustrator, Judith Kerr and 
her work represent both the magical potential 
of childhood and a hope for peace and 
understanding between cultures and peoples. 
She was awarded an OBE in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours in June 2012. 

Admissions

Judith Kerr Primary School will uphold the School 
Admissions and Admission Appeals Codes. In 
September 2013, we will admit 50 pupils into 
Reception, and up to 25 in Year One and 25 in 
Year Two. 

The aim of our admissions policy is to give 
the school a firm base in its immediate 
neighbourhood whilst giving a fair chance of 
successful applications to families from further 
away who are committed to bilingual learning 
for their child(ren). Families throughout South 
London have supported our proposal and we 
wish to acknowledge this. This is reflected in 
criteria 4 and 5 below.

Children with a statement of special 
educational needs that names the school in 
the statement will be allocated a place above 
all other applicants. 

If there are more applicants than places, places 
will be offered in accordance with the following 
criteria in order of priority:

1.  Looked after children or children who  
 were looked after; 
2. Up to five children of Founders of the  
 school (this criterion is subject to approval  
 by Secretary of State for Education and  
 would apply during 2013-2015 only); 
3. Children who have a brother or sister or  
 step-brother or step-sister who have one 
 or more parents in common, or any other  
 child for whom the parent has parental  
 responsibility, living at the same address,  
 who will be at the school when the applicant  
 will enter the school;
4. 50 per cent of the remaining places will be 
 allocated to children who live closest to 
 the school, measured as a straight line  
 distance using a local authority-approved  
 mapping tool.
5. Remaining places will be allocated using  
 a lottery system.

Curriculum 

Academic standards  
Our teaching will be based on the English 
National Curriculum, focusing on excellent 
teaching of core subjects to ensure that pupils 
fulfil their academic potential. We expect 
overall performance to be in line with or above 
national expectations. We want learning to be 
enjoyable, and, in addition to English literacy, 
numeracy and German, will offer a broad 
curriculum including Music, PE, Art, Humanities 
and Science, and perhaps other modern 
languages. Subjects will be taught in both 
German and English, with inspiring and engaging 
lessons that make links between subjects.

Realising every child’s potential  
Our pupils will enter the school with different 
general and linguistic abilities. Our staff will 
be qualified, excellent classroom practitioners, 
aware of the challenges and rewards of 
bilingual education. Each child will have a 
personal learning plan and staff will use 
regular and rigorous assessment to track 
progress and identify where she/he may 
need support. Children having difficulty with 
either language will receive additional adult 
support, booster groups, and peer support. 
The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 
will work closely with children needing extra 
help, including statemented pupils. To ensure 
they have a sound start in English, all children 
will be taught English literacy from Reception. 
Children entering our school with little or no 
knowledge of German will learn German 
through immersion and receive formal 
German literacy classes from Year 2. Those 
advancing quickly will be stretched further. 

Languages: learning and living

The distinctive feature of JKPS will be teaching 
and learning in both English and German. 
Children can draw tremendous, life-long 
advantages from learning and operating in two 
or more languages. In addition to being fun for 
children, early exposure to other languages 
increases language abilities and awareness of 
linguistic and cultural difference. It also supports 
academic attainment in other subject areas 
such as Maths and English. Other benefits 
include improved concentration, increased 
capacity to ‘multitask’, and better reading. 
Bilingual education can open the door to a 
wide range of opportunities later in life: more 
options for transfer to secondary school, 
for study overseas, and for work within and 
outside the UK.

At Judith Kerr Primary School, throughout all 
school years, the language of instruction will 
be balanced between English and German. 
We will use an established approach called 
Content and Language Integrated Learning. 
This method, successfully used in other 
European countries, establishes a basic ability 
in English and German. This way, children can 
become fluent by using both languages to 
learn and talk about topics inside and outside 
the classroom. 

Although all parent-teacher communications 
and the school’s administration will be 
conducted in English, the everyday language 
of our school – at the reception desk, and at 
lunch for example – will be mainly German. 
This way, children will think of German as 
a medium of everyday speech. Supporting 
this, the school will provide opportunities for 
children, parents and other members of the 
community to learn and/or improve their 
language skills in extracurricular activities and 
cultural events.

The Free School Proposal

Judith Kerr Primary School will be a 
new, two-form entry primary school 
teaching children aged 4–11 in English 
and German. The school will be 
located in the borough of Southwark 
or a nearby inner South London 
borough and will be established as 
a ‘Free School’. It will operate a fully 
inclusive admissions policy, and 
will follow the National Curriculum. 
The curriculum and teaching will 
be designed for effective, enjoyable 
learning for children from all 
backgrounds, including those who 
have never spoken German and / or 
English at home.

Southwark and neighbouring boroughs will 
each need several new primary school classes 
over the coming years to cope with forecast 
growth in the school population. Judith Kerr 
Primary School hopes to help provide extra 
places, whilst increasing parental choice and 
curriculum diversity locally. Whilst Southwark 
has many excellent primary schools, no 
bilingual school option is currently available. 
Such a choice is popular in many other 
countries, where it is associated with good 
academic and cultural outcomes for children. 

On 4 September 2013, the school will open 
with two forms of 25 Reception year pupils, 
and up to 25 Year 1 and 25 Year 2 pupils (if 
demand is sufficient). It will grow to a school 
with 350 pupils over seven years.

The school was the initiative of a group of local 
families who wanted to increase parental 
school choices in South London to include 
bilingual schooling. It will be operated by CfBT 
Schools Trust (CST), a UK-based international 
education charity experienced in opening 

and operating schools, including free schools 
around the UK and internationally.  

http://www.cfbt.com/schoolstrust/freeschools.aspx

Judith Kerr Primary School will have a 
Governing Body, with a majority of members 
appointed by the parent promoter group and 
CST, and drawn from the local community.

What is a Free School? 

Free Schools are inclusive, all-ability, state-
funded schools set up in response to local 
demand. Free Schools have the same legal 
status as Academies and enjoy the same 
freedoms and flexibilities to help them deliver 
an excellent education. Free Schools are 
inspected by Ofsted and, like Academies, they 
are funded on a comparable basis to other 
state-funded schools.

Site 

Judith Kerr Primary School will open either 
in temporary or permanent premises which 
will provide a safe, stimulating and uplifting 
learning environment. We are currently in 
negotiations with the Education Funding 
Agency of the Department for Education and 
with property owners about certain locations 
in Southwark. 

The greatest concentrations of families that 
have supported our proposal so far are in 
north Southwark and south Southwark, so this 
is where we are focusing both our property 
search and this consultation.

As we make progress in identifying our 
opening location we will post news updates 
on our website www.jkps.org.uk and in our 
email bulletins.


