
VIII. Logs and 
wood piles.

Above:  A natural sculpture emerges during 
the  decomposition  of  a  large  log  beside  a 
path on the Wildlife Walk. 

 
The  numerous  wood pile  habitats  created 
on   the  Wildlife  Walk  using  wood  from 
work  on  the  site  or   from  tree  work 
elsewhere, provide habitats that encourage 
invertebrates,  many  of  which  are  at  the 
bottom of the food chain. Fungi proliferate 
on the surfaces of decomposing wood. 
 
Unfortunately, exposed piles of wood have 
been  subject  to  depredation  by  vandals, 
who have thrown logs into the lake (upper 
left)  or,  less  frequently,  committed acts  of 
arson (centre left). 

In  order  to  preserve  wood  pile  habitats, 
they have been concealed beneath brambles 
and roses in several parts of the site.  This 
makes  wood  less  easy  to  spot  and  more 
difficult to extract. This stratagem has been 
mostly successful.  Lower left:  a wood pile 
beside  the  outer  path.  Below:  Roses  being 
trained over part of this pile.



Above: A hollow in a log used to edge a path (on right-hand side of foreground path in photo left) 
provided a suitable space to house an ants' nest.

Wood piles and abundant buried wood are important in particular for encouraging the larvae of 
the stag beetle (Lucanus cervus), which can live and feed in decomposing wood, including dead 
trees  (often  removed in  woodland management)  for  3  to  5  years.  The  stag  beetle  is  listed  in 
Schedule 5 of the UK Wildlife and Conutryside Act (1981), the third appendix to the Convention on 
the Conservation of European Willdife and Natural Habitats (1982), in the second appendix of the 
Habitats Directive of the EU (1992). It is red listed in Poland, Russia, Moldavia, Ukraine, Croatia, 
Sweden  and  Germany,  being  extinct  in  Denmark  and  Latvia.  It  is  listed  by  the  Joint  Nature 
Conservation Committe as a UK priority species, noting that paucity of data makes it difficult to 
identify population trends with confidence.  The distribution of the Stag Beetle is concentrated in 
the South East,  especially  in  the  London and Hampshire Basins.  Stag beetle  larvae  have been 
observed on the Wildlife Walk.

The  Devil's  Coachman  (Ocypus  olens)  is  a 
widespread  predatory  beetle.  It  generally 
emerges  at  night  and spends  the  day  beneath 
cover, which may be logs, stones, or leaf litter. 
Eggs are laid in damp, sheltered places during 
the autumn. 

Above:  The light-coloured fungus  is  the  many-zoned polypore  (Coriolus  versicolor),  a  common 
bracket fungus.  The dark fungus is King Alfred's cake (Daldinia concentrica). Both fungi favour the 
dead wood of deciduous trees.


