
 

 

 

 

 

Dulwich and Herne Hill 

Safe Routes to School 
 

Following the successful nine month campaign last autumn to 
save our School Crossing Patrols, the Safe Routes to School 
Group re-formed in order to continue working with the 
community to improve children's journeys to school.  
 

The Dulwich and Herne Hill SRS Group consists of parents, representatives 
from seventeen local schools, members of the community and local 
councillors. We hope to co-ordinate and focus the energy so clearly 
demonstrated in the Lollipops for Life campaign last year, to ensure that we 
put in place a Dulwich-wide network of safe routes to school and provide a 
community-wide, co-ordinated and pro-active voice which can respond 
quickly to plans which will impact on our area, as well as campaigning for 
plans of our own. 
 
ZENANI MANDELA ROAD SAFETY EVENT IN DULWICH, JULY 2012 
 

Since re-forming, we have already been involved in a number of local 
activities including an exciting event in July, hosted by Alleyn’s School, which 
brought Olympic athletes to meet over 200 local schoolchildren in order to 
raise awareness of the terrible toll which road traffic deaths take among 
children worldwide. We did this in conjunction with the Zenani Mandela 
Campaign as part of the United Nations Decade for Road Safety. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR 
METROPOLITAN POLICE 
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD 
TEAM 
 

Street robberies in Southwark 

have increased but our area has 

bucked the trend because of the 

efforts of our Safer 

Neighbourhood Team.  

 

The SNT arrested 12 youths for street 

robbery at the end of last term which 

hopefully will mean our streets are 

safer. Nonetheless, street robberies of 

young people unfortunately continue. 

The Schools’ Officers have asked us to 

pass on the following message: 

 

• Please do not use phones or 
headphones on the street. They are a 
magnet for street robbers. Also, with 
your headphones in or whilst texting 
you may not notice them (or traffic for 
that matter!) The single most 
important thing you can do to protect 
yourself from becoming a victim is to 
put your phones and headphones 
away before you leave home or 
school.  

• If you are a victim or need emergency 
help, always dial 999. If you wish to 
report anything suspicious or a crime 
that has already occurred, please dial 
101.  

• PLEASE REPORT ALL CRIMES. If a 
crime is not reported, as far as the 
police are concerned it did not 
happen. This may reduce our crime 
statistics and therefore police 
presence in our area. 

• Please record your phone’s unique 
IMEI number and report it to the 
police if your phone is stolen. You can 
access the number by pressing *#06# 
on your keyboard. Reporting the 
number has the dual benefit of 
enabling the police to prove a phone 
is stolen and to return it to you if it is 
recovered.  
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PEDESTRIAN GUARDRAILS ALONG THE SOUTH CIRCULAR 
 

The importance of our local Safe Routes to School group as a key community 
partner and useful first point of contact for member schools regarding local 
road safety issues was highlighted in the recent campaign to save the 
pedestrian guardrails along the A205/South Circular outside Dulwich College 
and the entrance to Belair Park opposite West Dulwich Station. Many local 
residents, SRS member schools and Southwark Councillors representing 
College Ward collectively raised concerns and objections in response to 
removal notices posted on the guardrails at these locations by Transport for 
London (TfL) in late June 2012. TfL’s planned removal was part of a wider 
mandate by the Mayor of London’s office to remove pedestrian guardrails 
throughout the capital where they were no longer deemed to serve a useful 
safety purpose. Given the fast pace of traffic and congestion along the South 
Circular, campaigners argued that the removal of the guardrails at these busy 
junctions posed a serious safety risk to the many children and families who use 
the route to walk to local schools and access the park.  
 
As a result of sustained campaigning efforts, TfL has recently confirmed that 
the guardrails will be preserved, together with safety improvements to the 
Alleyn Park junction.This successful campaign highlights the importance of the 
SRS network to facilitate awareness, share information and foster 
communication and support among member schools, local government and 
community organisations on the important issue of child safety.  
 
Alex Fleming 
 
OTHER ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVES 
 

• We have been in contact with some local resident associations and the 
Dulwich Society Transport Committee to coordinate applications for 
local road safety improvements. 

• We are supporting a local parent who is campaigning for better lighting 
in Greendale as part of the Greendale improvements. 

• We are in the process of compiling a Safe Routes to School map for 
the entire area. We hope to be able to provide it in the near future, 
through the schools, as a resource for all parents and children to 
encourage you to walk, scoot or cycle at least some of the way to 
school. If you have any ideas or routes for the map, or can help in any 
way, please do get in touch.  

• We are currently monitoring plans for improvements at the Townley 
Road/East Dulwich Grove junction and will ensure the local community 
is made aware, through the schools, of future works so that we do not 
repeat the mistakes that led to the near loss of our lollipop people. Of 
course we will be on hand to ensure that our lollipops are retained 
when the current funding runs out. 

 

We have good working relationships with our local councillors, 
Southwark Council, our schools and local community and parents' 
organisations. We hope to build on that, so if there is anyone who 
would like to sit on the group, or would like us to support 
something you are doing or planning, please do let us know. 
 

If you would like to contact us, please get in touch with your local SRS school 

representative as a first point of contact, or email: 

dulwichsaferoutes@gmail.com 

 

Thank you. 

 

LOSS OF POLICE 
STATIONS IN DULWICH, 
SOUTHWARK 
 

With the likely closure of East 
Dulwich Police Station, there will 
be no police presence in any of 
the three Dulwich Wards (East 
Dulwich, Village and College).  
 

The nearest police station will possibly 

be in Camberwell, Peckham or 

Walworth where our Safer 

Neighbourhood Team might be moved. 

These locations are not easily 

accessible by public transport from 

large parts of Village and College 

Wards.  

 

There still will be a police presence on 

the Kingswood Estate but it will only 

serve the southern end of College 

Ward. 

 

There is a confirmed alternative site in 

East Dulwich in the gatehouse of East 

Dulwich Hospital. It has space for police 

car parking, is on bus routes, and is 

also near to railway stations. 

 

Please complete the following short 

survey to request a local police 

presence:  
 

http://www.smart-

survey.co.uk/v.asp?i=67232epffs 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2013 | Page 2 

 


