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Minutes of Meeting – Turney Road Site Walkthrough with the Residents’ Association      
 
Notes on team meeting on 12.02.2015 @ 8:30 am - 11 am   Conditions: Dry & cold approx. 
5°C 

 
 

 
1 The group began the Turney Road site walk at the junction with Dulwich 

Village. SB and CJ began by issuing  to those present a document 
highlighting the character areas of Turney Road, opportunities and 
challenges along the road. SB and CJ explained that Dulwich village 
junction is quite dangerous and only really gives priority to vehicles. Signal 
phasing does not enable sufficient time for pedestrians crossing the road. CJ 
explained that there is an opportunity to look holistically at the road with 
focus on its four principal gateway junctions.  

 

2 SB pointed out that the grass verge areas with low level post-chain links are 
an important feature of the Village and many are the responsibility of the 
Dulwich Estate including those at the junction of Burbage and Turney Roads 
Some grass verges with low level post-chain links are maintained by 
Southwark.  As a rule the white posts are a character feature of the Village 
and those maintained by the Estate are subject to the Dulwich Estate 
Scheme of Maintenance.  There is a map showing all the grass verges and 
white posts which is held by Southwark Council, Dulwich Estate and the 
Dulwich Society.  The Estate has a continuous maintenance plan for the 
white posts that are their responsibility. The Dulwich Society is liaising with 
Southwark over the white posts for which they are responsible.  It should be 
noted that these grass verge areas are protected and any proposed changes 
involving these areas should first be discussed with the Estate and 
Southwark. CJ however felt that these however were opportunities and 
highlighted a keenest to discuss opportunities with Dulwich Estates - New 
Property Director with whom TRRA had made contact.  

 

Present: 
 
 
 

Callum Donald CD - (Southwark Council-Public Realm Designer) 
Clement A Frempong CAF - (Southwark Council-Senior Engineer-Public 
Realm Designer) 
Tim Warin TW – (Sustrans) 
Sue Badman SB - (Turney Road Residents Association) 
Cat Jenkins CJ - (Turney Road Residents’ Association) 
John Fraser JF - (former MP –Turney Road Residents’ Association ) 
Andy Simmons AS (Southwark Councillor)  
Michael Mitchell MM (Southwark Councillor) 
Jane Lyons JL (Southwark Councillor) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apologies Colin Roberts  – (Turney Road Residents’ Association) 
Anna Birley  – (Lambeth Councillor )  
Richard Ambler - (Lambeth Council Engineer)   
Helen Hayes (Southwark Councillor) 
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3 The group were keen to understand what exactly a quietway is. CAF 

explained that a quietway is completely different to a cycle superhighway 
which has blue painted cycle lanes and is used largely by commuter cyclists 
travelling at higher speeds looking to get from a to b as fast as they can. He 
went on to explain that quietways are more targeted to the age group 8-80 
looking to use a far quiet route cycling along at leisure. The quietway 
therefore aims to improve the environment of roads such as Turney Road to 
make them safe by reducing volumes of traffic ideally and to give the road 
back to residents is an aspiration. They are certainly not about painting 
bright cycle lanes everywhere! TW added that he currently runs a number of 
safety initiatives at the local school about promoting sustainable travel to 
school.  SB agreed that this would be an excellent way of educating pupils 
about the risks of cycling on pavements which is a concern frequently raised 
by residents.  The schools also have transport plans which are in the public 
domain. CJ commented that issues seemed to relate primarily to peak time 
school hours. CJ felt there was an opportunity for greater development of 
school traffic management plans to respond to regularly observed problems, 
perhaps a bespoke holistic cross borough document given the 2 schools on 
Turney Rd Lambeth side. Met Police SNT’s both Village Ward and Thurlow 
Park Ward are aware of issues.  

 

4 We began to walk along Turney Road and SB highlighted that the footway 
condition is of mixed quality along the road. Some tree roots are protruding 
on the footway at various points and some trees are missing with tree pits 
simply redundant. CJ advised that the trees form an essential part of the 
setting of the Streets part in the Dulwich Conservation Area and should not 
be lost.  

 

5 SB pointed out that double yellow lines were installed last year outside of 
Dulwich Infants school and the Dulwich Hamlet School to improve road 
safety – to prevent cars blocking sightlines at the corners and parking too 
close to the bollards.  Since the installation of these features there has been 
little evidence of enforcement of the changes, especially with parents 
dropping off children late to school.   There have been on-going issues with 
speeding in Turney even with the 20 mph zone, with business vans anxious 
to get to their appointments and overtaking on the wrong side of the road. 

 

6 CD & CAF posed the question to the group whether a formal crossing point 
would be beneficial outside of the Dulwich Infants School at the pedestrian 
traffic island close to Boxall Road. The group felt that the majority of 
pedestrians actually cross at the junction of Dulwich Village with JL  adding 
that most pedestrians are often already on the school side when arriving. 
Therefore indicating a formal crossing point may not be required.  

 

7 SB explained that residents close to the junction with Boxall and Aysgarth 
Road frequently get frustrated as they believe commuter/parents/teachers 
park their cars outside of their houses meaning residents struggle to find 
parking as they do not have off road parking in this section of the road. CAF 
asked the group and in particular AS whether there was any appetite for a 
CPZ. AS confirmed that there is no general support for a CPZ.  

 

8 CD & CAF identified that there is a need to upgrade the pedestrian crossing 
facilities at some of the junctions along Turney Road as they do not have 
dropped kerbs or tactile paving.  
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9 The group witnessed a number of HGV’s travelling along Turney Road and 
the group confirmed that this is a common movement, with problems 
particularly arising during peak hours as there are sections of the road where 
traffic cannot pass each other due to the volume of traffic and traffic islands 
preventing the flow of traffic. CJ advised this is a serious problem on the 
Lambeth side also.  

 

10 SB brought to CD’s attention that the road sign to Rose Way should be 1 
word not 2 words as currently on the street name sign.   

11 SB explained that the Burbage Road junction experiences issues with large 
vehicles overrunning the footways with 2 of the arms having bell bollards to 
protect the footways. The green space verge areas are well maintained 
areas by the Dulwich Estate. SB  explained that it had been raised in the 
past to install a bench at the junction although this was subsequently 
rejected. CJ felt opportunity for public realm enhancement here would be 
highly beneficial.  

 

12 As we walked away from the Burbage junction towards the Croxted Road JF 
pointed out that a lot of traffic travelling along Turney Road from Croxted 
Road is rat running and then turning into Burbage Road to travel east and 
avoid the Herne Hill junction. CD & CAF explained that we are currently in 
the process of compiling base model data to establish what direction the 
volume of traffic is travelling.  

 

13 SB pointed out that most of the houses in the Burbage - Croxted section of 
the road had off-street parking and crossovers. 
 

 

14 We stopped at the accesses to the Dulwich Sports Grounds as SB 
confirmed that last year the road was closed for seven weeks whilst the flood 
drainage works were carried out with Birco drains installed on Turney Road 
itself. CAF asked the group what the impact was like for the area during the 
road closure and JF explained as a resident of Turney Road, Lambeth end it 
would take an extra 30 minutes to travel around creating lots of disruption.  
SB also referred to tweets put out by TfL that buses in the area were 
delayed by 30 mins due to the closure of Turney Road.  There was also 
congestion in Dulwich Village with traffic backed up along Gallery Road to 
the South Circular, and heavy traffic at Herne Hill, backed up along Half 
Moon Lane and Herne Hill itself. 

 

15 CJ explained that the lighting is currently poor beneath the railway bridge. 
JL added that there have been muggings in the past and people do tend to 
avoid walking under the bridge at night.  In addition to this CJ and SB raised 
a point that there appears to be a lack of lamp columns on one side of the 
road close to the railway bridge which means most pedestrians only walk on 
one side of the road. CJ also pointed out that the adjacent bank areas 
behind the fenced areas are an eyesore as they are filled with litter. CJ has 
raised this with Network Rail but are still waiting for response on the issue. 
HH assisting in discussions with NR.  

 

16 The group explained at the junction of Croxted Road that it has recently 
been resurfaced on either side of the junction but not within the junction 
itself.  (Post-Meeting Note – the whole junction has now been resurfaced). 

 

 

17 CJ stated that the pedestrian crossing facilities at the junction were poor due  
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to lack of space and pinch points largely created by the guardrail and array 
of bollards. CJ explained that a large number of pedestrians cross diagonally 
at the junction instead of between the arms. She asked whether a diagonal 
pedestrian crossing could be installed.   

18 The group then walked across the junction Turney Road which falls within 
Lambeth Council boundary. CD & CAF agreed to walk this section to 
understand the environment and issues that affect this section. CJ explained 
that the type of house changes on this section with a number of maisonettes 
which do not have driveways due to the number of dwellings. As a result 
there is a high volume  of onstreet parking which is valued by residents.  

 

19 This section of Turney Road is wider than the Southwark section, with two 
schools next to each other, Turney School and Rosendale School – a grade 
II listed building. Much of the development dates from late 1880s and CJ 
noted that the street has great deal of character at this point.  

 

20 CJ explained that there are a number of issues created due to the parked 
cars on both sides of the road and deliveries to the school can cause chaos 
as they sometimes block the road. CJ highlighted that the Turney School car 
park is in really poor condition with opportunity for greening and 
enhancement.  

 

21 Pavements and street furniture in generally poor to average condition. CJ 
noted that there were no trees or planters along the whole of the Turney 
Road Lambeth section. Rosendale Road originally historically designed and 
laid out as urban boulevard linking Cystal Palace and Brockwell Park.  

 

22 CJ went on to explain that there is an issue with pedestrians crossing the 
road heading to Rosendale School as the pedestrian school access is quite 
tight.   

 

23 The junction of Turney Road with Rosendale is a particular dangerous 
junction, has a number of arms and mini roundabout. CJ explained that the 
environment is really poor, lacking green spaces with a number of near 
misses taking place. Islands and illuminated bollards regularly damaged. 
Junction overly complicated and with far too many permanently illuminated 
bollards. CJ would not wish to see more street clutter, instead a 
simplification of junction arrangement, reduction in light pollution, increased 
planting and opportunity to enhance entrance to Rosendale Allotments. 

 

24 CJ provided CD with a contact for the Safer Neighbourhood Teams which 
can be contacted as they have data with regards to local speeding issues.  

 Conclusion 
 

25 CJ provided the name of a company called ‘Soundings’ who are an 
independent company with good experience in carrying out consultations 
and that it may be useful to contact them for advice. AS explained to the 
group that Sustrans are working for TfL on the quietway schemes so it may 
not be the best way forward to use them for the stakeholder 
engagement/consultations. CAF & CD noted these points. The group 
reiterated the importance of Lambeth and Southwark joining up in presenting 
any proposal to residents. CJ felt there was considerable experience that 
could be harnessed on all sides to bring about a successful and balanced 
outcome. CJ also highlighted the experience of PUBLICA and her personal 
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connection with the experienced public realm and urban designers there. 
Happy to forward contact details if CAD and TW felt helpful.  

26 CAF concluded the meeting by confirming that the council has 
commissioned traffic data along the Southwark side of Turney Road, parking 
stress survey and base model at junction with Dulwich Village to understand 
exactly what the traffic is doing in the area. Once all the information is ready 
officers will share them with residents together with suggestions for 
improvement. 

 

27 CAF agreed to liaise with RA at Lambeth with view to arranging a separate 
streetwalk and gaining update on timing for Lambeth proposals for 
consultation. Post meeting note – CJ has contacted RA cc TW with copy to 
Cllr Birley for her information to progress – reply awaited 

 

 

 


